AP World History
The Absolute Power of Rulers Throughout History

The theory of absolutism was not new to 16th century Europe. As far back as ancient river valley civilizations, kings had exerted complete control over their people’s lives. How were European absolute monarchs similar to earlier ones? Answer the questions below.
1. In Mesopotamia, kings were representatives of gods. In Egypt, kings were gods. In ancient China, Zhou leaders introduced a concept of authority known as the Mandate of Heaven. According to this, a legit ruler received his authority to rule from heaven; a king who was wicked or foolish lost the mandate and the right to rule. How did monarchs in Europe justify their right to rule?

2. Absolute monarchs solidified their power in different ways. In Persia, King Darius appointed local governors called satraps to rule each province and then sent out inspectors throughout the kingdom to check on their loyalty. How did European rulers centralized power and control the nobility?
3. Roman and Byzantine emperors controlled not just the state but the Church as well, commonly referred to as casearopapism. How would you characterize relations between absolute monarchs in Europe and the Catholic Church or another branch of Christianity?
4.  From the beginning of civilization, rulers have embarked on massive public works projects, often at the How did European monarchs view human resources within their empires? Provide at least one example along with your answer.

5. In addition to building grand palaces, in what other ways did absolute ruler use the vast wealth they accumulated?
6. What were some social, political, and economic conditions in a nation or empire that may lead to absolutism?

a. Social

b. Political

c. Economic
7. Absolutism during the 17th and 18th century realistically was not possible. Why do you think? What makes absolutism much more realistic in the 21st century?

