AP World History

DBQ: Early Global Economy

Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-9.  The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.  Write an essay to respond the following essay prompt.

This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents.  Write an essay that:

· Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from the documents.

· Uses all or all but one of the documents.

· Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible.  Does not summarize the documents individually.
· Take into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ point of view.

You may refer to historical information not mentioned in the documents.

1.  Analyze all aspects of the beginnings of early global trade including motivations.  Discuss the establishment of trade in early societies and the complexity of trade networks during the postclassical and early modern eras.

Historical Context:  Trade has been a long-lasting institution, taking humble roots during the classical period along the silk roads, linking China and East Asia to the Islamic empires and Europe.  Many people have gone forth and made journeys that established trade routes for future merchants.  Others have simply contributed or made the institution itself better and safer.  Many early travelers were individuals on religious quests and others for purely diplomatic reasons.  Such people include Marco Polo in Khubilai Khan’s court and Ibn Batutta’s travels.  
Document 1

Source:  Map - Trade in Silver and Other Commodities, 1650 – 1750.  http://www.wwnorton.com/worlds/ch4/maps.htm
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Document 2

Source: merchant Chang Han on foreign trade in China, c. 1490.

Merchants boast that their wisdom and ability are such as to give them a free hand in affairs. They believe that they know all the possible transformations in the universe and therefore can calculate all the changes in the human world, and that the rise and fall of prices are under their command.  They are confident that they will not make one mistake in a hundred in their calculations. 

Document 3

Source: Ktah al-Ibar, Ibn Khaldun describes trade in general, c. 1370.

As for Trade, although it be a natural means of livelihood, yet most of the methods it employs are tricks aimed at making a profit by securing the difference between the buying and selling prices, and by appropriating the surplus.  This is why [religious] Law allows the use of such methods, which, although they came under the heading of gambling, yet do not constitute the taking without return of other people’s goods…

Document 4

Source:  biography written by Reginald of Durham on St. Godric, c. 1600.

…to Denmark and Flanders and Scotland; in all which lands he found certain rare, and therefore more precious, wares, which he carried to other parts wherein he knew them to be least familiar, and coveted the inhabitants beyond the price of gold itself; wherefore he exchanged these wares for others coveted by men of other lands; and thus he chaffered most freely and assiduously.  Hence he made great profit in all his bargains, and gathered much wealth in the sweat of his brow; for he sold dear in one place the wares which he had bought elsewhere at a small price.

Document 5

Source: Thomas Mun, from England’s Treasure By Foreign Trade, 1664.

Although a Kingdom may be enriched by gifts received, or by purchase taken from some other Nations, yet these are things uncertain and of small consideration when they happen.  The ordinary means therefore to increase our wealth and treasure is by Foreign Trade, wherein wee must ever observe this rule; to sell more to strangers yearly than wee consume of theirs in value.  For suppose that when this Kingdom is plentifully served with the Cloth, Lead, Tin, Iron, Fish and other native commodities, we doe yearly export the overplus to foreign Countreys to the value of twenty-two hundred thousand pounds; by which means we are enabled beyond the Seas to buy and bring in foreign wares for our use and Consumptions, to the value of twenty hundred thousand pounds: By this order kept in our trading, we may rest assured that the kingdom shall be enriched yearly two hundred thousand pounds, which must be brought to us in so much Treasure…

Document 6

Source: Manila galleons docked in a Filipino harbor readying for their voyage across the Pacific Ocean.
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Document 7

Source: Proclamation to Christopher Columbus for his first voyage from Fernando and Isabela, Privileges and Prerogatives, 1492.

For as much you, Christopher Columbus, are going by our command, with some of our vessels and men, to discover and subdue some Islands and Continent in the ocean, and it is hoped that by God’s assistance, some of the said islands and Continent in the ocean will be discovered and conquered by your means and conduct, therefore it is but just and reasonable, that since you expose yourself to such danger to serve us, you should be rewarded for it.

Document 8
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Source: Map depicting early modern era European explorers in the Indian Ocean basin.

Document 9

Source: Bullion for Goods - European and Indian Merchants in the Indian Ocean Trade, 1500-1800, Om Prakash.

The spectacular rise in world trade following the great discoveries of the closing years of the fifteenth century had important implications for each of the major segments of the newly emerging early modern international economy. As far as Asia was concerned, the commercial operations of the European corporate enterprises as well as private traders in the Indian Ocean region between the sixteenth and the eighteenth centuries had far reaching consequences for the economies and the polities of the countries of the region. Asian merchants engaged in the Indian Ocean trade interacted with the European intruders into the Ocean in a variety of ways.

Document 10

Source: A Taste of Paradise: Cinnamon by Troy David Osborne, http://www.bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/Products.html
The Venetians had controlled the spice trade throughout the previous centuries. Delivered by Arab merchants, who closely guarded the secret of the source of the spice from potential rivals, shipments of cinnamon arrived at Alexandria via an overland trade route from India to the Mediterranean. Traders from the Italian entrepôt sailed to Egypt to purchase their supply of cinnamon, then returned to Venice, from where the spice traveled to the estates of Europe's upper class. Because the overland trade route allowed for only small quantities of the spice to reach Europe and because Venice had a virtual monopoly of the trade, the Venetians could set the price of cinnamon exorbitantly high.  Trade expanded in order to meet the growing demand for spices, but the overland trade routes made spices too expensive to meet the needs of the growing market. Furthermore, once the Mamlukes rose to power in Egypt and the Turks in Asia Minor, the free trade that had previously existed in those regions essentially ceased to exist.  Increased demand for spices, spiraling customs duties, and the inadequate capacity of overland trade caravans spurred the search for new routes to Asia by Europeans eager to take part in the lucrative spice trade.
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