World History

WWI: Different Hopes and Expectations
Georges Clemenceau, French Prime Minister
If asked what he wanted, he might have said “The French people want revenge for what Germany did to them in 1871 and continued to do in Alsace and Lorraine until the armistice.” On behalf of the French people, I want the world to recognize Germany as the sole cause of this war and all its destruction, death and suffering. Furthermore I will not rest until the Germans publicly declare the war was their fault and their fault along. I want Germany to pay for all the damages that war done to our property and land during the entire war. This payment will help us financially. We also want national security and freedom from any possible future invasion from the Germans. Therefore we demand that Germany be weakened so that she will never again become a major military force in Europe. Therefore, Germany must be stripped of her army and navy. I want the former French provinces of Alsace and Lorraine returned to France. Germany must be stripped of her overseas colonies and all land gained via conquest on the Eastern Front and through the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Russia. These acts will decrease Germany’s population and access to raw materials for her economy and military. To help France rebuild her economy and help protect our borders, I want France to be given the Rhine Valley area of Germany without having to pay the germ and for it. If this is not possible, the Rhine Valley must be a buffer zone occupied by a neutral power. The world must realize that the German n personality was such that they only will dictated terms because to them compromise, conciliation, and negotiation are admissions of weakness of personal and national character which they find intolerable.”
Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America
If asked what he wanted, he might have said “We fought this war against the leaders of the governments of the defeated nations, not against the people. I did not come here to punish Germany or any of our enemies in this war. I did not come here to save or rebuild France or England. I came here to redeem the world and make it a fit place for free men like ourselves to live in. My primary aim is to ensure peace without victory. We need to do what is right and thereby create a lasting peace. We should reduce if not eliminate the colonial system of the European nations. We must provide for the self-determination of all people to participate fully and democratically in a government of their choosing. My Fourteen Points offer the best chance of bringing and ensuring the just and lasting peace we all desire. We must not punish Germany just for the sake of punishment. Let us be conciliatory rather than be revengeful.” 
David Lloyd George, British Prime Minister

If asked what he wanted, he might have said “making Germany pay a huge sum for the damage done during the war will be hard to collect. Furthermore, the Germans would not willingly pay a huge sum in full. She has a strong economic base that was not damaged much by the war effort. If we can get an admission of guilt and responsibility on the part of the Germans, that is okay. If we can get Germany to pay for some of the damage, that is great. Britain wants to make sure that the German navy is never again able to challenge Britain on the seas, the colonies of Germany are taken away from her, and the German army will not be large enough to bring about a future war on the mainland of Europe. We cannot accept a provision that guarantees absolute freedom of the seas during war in which we are a part. Besides, this guarantee would take away the power of a naval blockade.  Furthermore, I do not want to weaken Germany so much that France becomes the dominant and sole military power in Europe. Because we fear the Bolsheviks who no control Russia, a weak Germany might lead to a Russian invasion of all the nations of Western Europe, leaving France and Britain to fight Russia. Besides all this, I have an election to win back home.”

Vitoria Orlando, Italian Prime Minister

If asked what he wanted, he might have said “ I want Italy to be rewarded for our participation in this war, to receive recognition for her having contributed to the Allied victory on the battle field, and to be able to expand her territories, especially in the region of the Aegean Sea. Most importantly I want Italy to be accepted as being a major power among the nations of Europe.

Weimar Republic and German people

If asked what they wanted, they might have said “We originally wanted a cease fire and to negotiate a peace agreement afterwards. With the assurances from President Wilson that the treaty would closely follow the provisions of the Fourteen Points and wound not give either side an immediate advantage over the other, we willingly agreed to the armistice to end this war. Remember, our armies were not defeated on the battlefield. We accept losses and break-up of our ally, Austria-Hungary. Kaiser Wilhelm II was forced by our people to give up his crown. We have already given up our territorial gain the East. We resent having to negotiate under duress as the Allies are still blockading our borders. Our people are starving gin their homes and in the streets of every town and city in Germany. Thousands did not survive the winter and spring and many thousands more are near death. We should not be expected to pay any nation for damaged due to the war. We should not have to give up any of our overseas colonies or be forced to give France o any nation part of our coal reserves in the Rhine Valley. We are not to blame for starting this war and should not be required to accept full and ole blame for all the destruction, suffering, and deaths. We acted because of the threat of an invasion by the Russians who mobilized before we did.”
